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Table 1. Number of researchers participated in the survey and responded rate at various research institutes in Taiwan

Institute

No. researchers received questionaire  Percentage (%)

Taiwan Agricultural Research Institute

Taiwan Forestry Research Institute

Fisheries Research Institute

Livestock Research Institute

Animal Health Research Institute

Taiwan Agricultural Chemicals and Toxic Substances Research Institute
Taoyuan District Agricultural Research and Extension Station
Miaoli District Agricultural Research and Extension Station
Taichung District Agricultural Research and Extension Station
Tainan District Agricultural Research and Extension Station
Kaohsiung District Agricultural Research and Extension Station
Hualien District Agricultural Research and Extension Station
Taitung District Agricultural Research and Extension Station
Endemic Species Research Institute

Taiwan Seed Improvement and Propagation Station

Tea Research and Extension Station

Total

24 15.09
0 0
7 4.40
13 8.18
6 3.77
6 3.77
14 8.81
6 3.77
12 7.55
14 8.81
14 8.81
13 8.18
5 3.14
7 4.40
8 5.03
10 6.29
159 100
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Fig. 1. Survey of agricultural researchers in COA for

level of satisfaction of participating in Industry-University
Cooperation projects.

Table 2. Analysis of researchers’ motivation for participation in Industry-University Cooperation projects

Item Participant’s Motive Mean SD Rank
Policy Policy of research institute 3.96 0.62" 1
Funding Funding for personnel 2.96 1.08 13
Funding for equipment 3.12 0.98 12
Funding for research 3.58 0.84
Reputation Increase R&D capability 3.54 0.90
Raise research reputation 3.36 0.94
Efficacy Profit from technology transfer 2.93 0.93 14
Personal performance 3.16 0.95 11
Industry Participators submit cooperation requires 3.45 0.91
Aware of industrial needs and develop innovative research subjects 3.81 0.72
Help industry solving problems encountered in research 3.74 0.83 3
Resource Reliance on industrial equipments and experiences 3.21 0.95 10
Test run for mass production of research product 3.58 0.81 5
Shorten the time needed for research and technology transfer 3.45 0.88 8

“Respondents for the ‘Policy of research institute’ is more consistent.
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Table 3. Analysis of researchers’ satisfaction on funding and cooperation of Industry-University Cooperation projects

Satistaction (%)

Very satisfied ~ Satisfied No comment Dissatisfied Very dissatisfied

Item Question
Project funding Current special funding 7.7
Adjust institute’s fund supported 1.9

industry-university coopera-
tion projects in future

Proportion of investment by the 1.9
industry
Cooperation set-up  Unified project reviewing 1.3
Application procedure and time 0.6
Industry’s eligibility 1.9

Two year contract limit —

34.0 54.5 3.8 —
19.7 44.6 24.2 9.6
41.0 532 — —
23.7 55.8 16.7 2.6
28.8 64.1 6.4 —
38.2 57.3 2.5 —
33.8 54.8 11.5 —
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Fig. 2. Researchers’ view on using ‘success rate of
technology transfer’ as a yardstick for evaluation of
Industry-University Cooperation projects.
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Fig. 3. Survey of agricultural researchers in COA for
level of satisfaction of participating in Industry-Univer-
sity Cooperation projects.
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Fig. 4. Analysis of methods of contact between re-
searchers and industrial people during the period of par-
ticipating in Industry-University Cooperation projects.
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Study on Motivation and Satisfaction of Agricultural Researchers’

Participation in Industry-University Cooperation Projects’

Shen-Chen Yang™

Abstract

Yang, S. C. 2012. Study on motivation and satisfaction of agricultural researchers’ participation in industry-university
cooperation projects. J. Taiwan Agric. Res. 61:29-37.

The term of Industry-University Cooperation is defined as a joint effort on research and develop-
ment (R & D) between a research institute and an industry for achieving a common goal of interest to
both parties. This study was to conduct a survey on agricultural researchers, affiliated with Council of
Agriculture (COA) and with experience in participating in Industry-University Cooperation projects,
for understanding their motivation and satisfaction of participation in this type of projects. Results
showed that researchers’ motivation to participate in Industry-University Cooperation projects was
determined most importantly by ‘the policy of his/her research institute,” followed by ‘the effort to
develop innovative research, according to the needs of the industry’ and then ‘the effort to over-come
bottle necks of the project encountered by the industry.” The survey also showed that earning reputa-
tion and recognition from participating in this type of projects was not a major interest for research-
ers. Results of this survey also showed that 39.2% of the researchers survied were satisfied or very
satisfied with their participation in Industry-University Cooperation projects, whereas 16.4% of the
researchers were dissatisfied or very dissatisfied.

Key words: Industry-university cooperation, Innovation, Motivation, Satisfaction.
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